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The Prophet’s £ Salaah in Ramadan

Hudhayfah (R.A.) reported: “I came to the Prophet £% one night in Ramadan. He stood to
pray, and when he said the opening takbir, he said:
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‘Allah is the Greatest, the Possessor of absolute dominion, irresistible power, majesty, and greatness.’
He then recited Strat al-Baqgarah, followed by Strat al-Nisa’, and then Strat Al ‘Imran. He

did not pass by any verse containing a warning except that he paused and reflected at it. He

then bowed and said:

‘Glory be to my Lord, the Most Great,’
for a length of time equal to how long he had been standing.
He then raised his head and said:

‘Allah hears the one who praises Him. Our Lord, to You belongs all praise,’
for a duration equal to his standing.
He then prostrated and said:
‘Glory be to my Lord, the Most High,’
for a length of time equal to his standing.
He then raised his head and said:
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‘My Lord, forgive me,’
for a length of time equal to his standing.
He then prostrated again and said:

‘Glory be to my Lord, the Most High,’

for the same length of time.

He then raised his head and stood up. He prayed only two rak‘ahs, until Bilal came and

informed him that it was time for the prayer.”

(Musnad Ahmad, hadith no. 23447)
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A Month Centered Around the Qur’an

‘A’ishah R.A. used to recite the Qur’an at the beginning of the day during the
month of Ramadan, and when the sun had risen, she would sleep. (Lat2’if al-
Ma‘arif)

Putting Everything Else Aside for the Qur’an

When Ramadan began, Sufyan al-Thawri R.A. would set aside all other acts of
worship and focus entirely on reciting the Qur’an. Similarly, Imam Malik R.A.
would pause teaching hadith and guiding students, dedicating himself fully to

Qur’an recitation. (Lat2’if al-Ma‘arif)

How Much Qur’an They Used to Recite

Al-Aswad R.A. would complete the Qur’an every two nights during Ramadan.
(Lat2’if al-Ma‘arif)

Imam al-Shafi? and Imam Abu Hanifah would complete sixty full recitations of
the Qur’an during Ramadan, all outside of salah. (Lat@’if al-Ma‘arif)

Ibn “Ata’ used to complete one full recitation of the Qur’an every day, and during

Ramadan he completed ninety full recitations. (Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’)

Giving Even More in the Last Ten Nights

Qatadah R.A. would normally complete the Qur’an once every seven days. During
Ramadan, he would complete it every three days, and in the last ten nights, he
would complete it every single night. (Lata’if al-Ma‘arif)

Ibrahim al-Nakha‘i R.A. would complete the Qur’an once every three days during
Ramadan. When the last ten nights began, he would complete it every two nights
and would perform ghusl each night to remain alert and focused on worship.
(Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq)

Their Nights Were Alive With Worship

Ibn Sirin R.A would spend the nights of Ramadan in worship. (Sifat al-Safwah)
Al-Hasan al-Basri R.A. reported: The people used to stand in prayer during
Ramadan. They would pray ‘Isha’> when a quarter of the night had passed, then

leave, with only a quarter of the night remaining. (Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq)
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Learning, Teaching, and Reflecting on the Qur’an
Qatadah R.A. would teach the Quran extensively during the month of
Ramadan. (Lat2’if al-Ma‘arif)

Ibn ‘At2> R.A. spent over ten years reading the Qur’an slowly and thoughtfully,
focusing on understanding and reflecting on its meanings. (Siyar A‘lam al-

Nubal2?)

Worshipping Together and Leading Others

Imam al-Bukhari R.A. would gather his students on the first night of Ramadan
and lead them in prayer, reciting twenty verses in each rak‘ah. (Sifat al-Safwah)
Abii al-Ashhab reported that Abii Raja’ R.A. used to lead them in prayer during
Ramadan and would complete the entire Quran with them every ten days.

(Sifat al-Safwah)

Reciting With the Heart, Not Just the Tongue

Sa‘id ibn ‘Ubayd reported: “I saw Sa‘ld ibn Jubayr R.A leading the people in
prayer during Ramadan. While praying, he would repeatedly recite the verse:
‘When the shackles will be around their necks...” (Qur’an 40:71)
and also the verse:
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‘0 mankind! What has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Most Generous, Who
created you and proportioned you?’ (Qur’an 82:6-7)

He would repeat these verses two or three times out of deep reflection.”

(Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq)

Habits That Became Stronger in Ramadan

‘Abd Allah ibn Mas“id R.A. would recite the Quran once every week, and
during Ramadan he would complete it every three days. (Hilyat al-Awliya°)

Completing the Qur’an With Du‘a’ and Reflection

During the early pre-dawn hours, Imam al-Bukhari R.A.would recite between
one-third and half of the Qur’an, completing a full recitation every three nights.
He would say that with every completion of the Qur’an, a supplication is
accepted. (Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala>)
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